Preparedness Does Prevent

Holdups

By DANIEL MARKEL

A Portland, Ore., Bank Cashier and His Wife, Having Read How
to Discourage Banditry, Prepare for Aggressive Action and Rout
Gang of Five Holdup Men, Killing Two of the Most Notorious
Members. The Climax of a Bad Era for Robbers in Oregon.

WO armed bandits on
the morning of Jan. 19
walked into the Mt.
Scott State Bank, Port-
land, Ore., and a few moments
later were carried out dead.

Twelve hours before the
holdup and attempted robbery
A. J. Demorest, cashier of the
bank, had read an article in the
January issue of the AMERI-
cAN BANKERS  ASSOCIATION
JournaL by Dale
titled ‘“Preparedness
Holidups.”

Mr. Demorest discussed the
article with his wife, who also
is employed in the bank, before
retiring. It was of special in-
terest to them because on Dec.
29, only three weeks before,
the Mt. Scott bank had been.
held up and $1,900 taken from
the counter.

“I believe I’ll take the ‘22’
with me when I go to the bank
in the morning,” Mr. Demorest
reflected, recalling that at the
time of the December holdup
the robbers had appeared more
nervous than any of the em-
ployees in the bank.

“Take the Winchester 30-30,”
Mrs. Demorest suggested. “If
you are going to have a gun
Fhere, you should have one that
is effective.”

The larger rifle accompanied
Mr. Demorest to the bank the following
morning. It was loaded with soft-nosed
bullets. Mr. Demorest placed it in the
main vault.
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Mrs. Demorest Prepared

QRTY minutes later Mrs. Demorest: ar-

rived at the bank. “I'm late,” she ex-
plained to her husband, “because I stopped
to read the article you were reading last
night. 1 want to help also if anything
happens.”

Mr. Demorest jestingly asked what she
thought she could do in the event of a
holdup.

“I'd scream, for one thing, and throw
something through a window to attract out-
side attention.”

Mrs. Demorest stepped to a cloak room
to hang up her wraps. At that moment

Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Demorest

Matthew Harris, a teller, was working at
the window nearest the main entrance of
the bank. Harold Jones, a bookkeeper, was
standing back of the third window from the
front. Mr. Demorest was about midway
between the counter and the vault.

The cashier’s wife came out of the cloak
room and noticed two men enter the door
of the bank. As she walked across the office
and toward the rear of the bank she eyed
them closely, displeased with what she read
in their faces, but uncertain of her suspi-
cions. She was about to step into an ante-
room when she saw the two men draw
pistols.

According to Schedule

RS. DEMOREST screamed, stepped
into the ante-room which looks into
a side street, closed the door, picked up a
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heavy inkwell, and hurled it
through a window, almost hit-
ting a bandit standing watch
outside. She continued scream-
ing.

Meanwhile two more holdup
men had entered the bank, but,
startled at Mrs. Demorest's
cries, turned and fled. The first
two invaders, however, re-
mained.

One of them ordered Harris
and Jones to go to the vault,
while the other passed around
the courter and back toward
the vault.

Neither of the robbers, ap-
parently, had noticed Mr.
Demorest, who at his wife's
first scream started to the vault.

The robber undertaking to
rob the vault came upon Mr.
Demorest before the cashier..
had had an opportunity to pick
up the 30-30 “deer-gun.” But
Mr. Demorest seized the rifle
and fired from the hip. The
soft-nosed bullet severed the
bandit’s jugular vein and broke
his neck.

Immediately the robber
standing outside the cage
opened fire, but in his agitation
missed Mr. Demorest by many
feet. His automatic “jammed,”
fajling to throw the empty
shell, and another soft-nosed
bullet from the “deer-rifle”
tore off the top of his head.

Police inspectors assigned to the case gave
Mr. and Mrs. Demorest equal credit for
foiling the robbery, the former for having
the courage to shoot the two bandits, and
Mrs. Demorest for having the courage to
attract outside attention, thus frightening
away two of the bandits in the bank- and
the “look-out” man just outside.

For, they reason, while Mr. Demorest was
more than a match for two robbers armed
with automatics, he might not have been
able to successfully cope with five pistols
in the hands of desperate criminals.

And, the inspectors believe, Mrs. Demo-
rest’s action may have tended to unnerve
to a degree the two holdup men who re-
mained. L

Police identified one of the robbers,
Fred Williams, as an ex-convict, who
(Continued on page 656)
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JOHN HANCOCK SERIES

Life Insurance Trusts

A Trusteeship Based Upon the Proceeds
of Matured Life Insurance Policies

HAT provision have you made against the

shrinkage of your estate through taxes and

administrative expenses after your death?
Have you made certain that your beneficiaries will
receive all you have planned to leave them?

Every business man should establish a Life In-
surance Trust to offset the inevitable shrinkage from
estate, inheritance and transfer taxes, executor’s and
legal fees, and unexpected expenses.

A Life Insurance Trust insures prompt payment of
taxes assessed on your estate, and safeguards the in-
terests of your beneficiaries. It cuts the cost of ad-
ministration, and causes your estate to grow, not to
shrink, after you are gone.

Let us send you the John Hancock
booklet, ‘‘Estate Conservation and Life
Insurance Trusts,”” containing interesting
facts and practical suggestions for estate-
protection. Send for it today.

Inquiry Bureau

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

OF BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS
197 Clarendon St., Boston, Mass.
Insurance in force of $2,750,000,000 on over 6,250,000 pol-

icies. If your policy bears the name John Hancock, it
is safe and secure in every way.

A.B.J.

SIXTY-FIFTH YEAR OF BUSINESS

2R We Will Give You
SR -4

ol ?‘: Reliable Information
/ About Canada

"

DEVELOPMENT BRANCH: For information regarding the mining in-
dustry of Canada, the development and supply of industrial raw mate-
rials available from resources along the lines of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, consult this branch. .

We have an expert staff continuously engaged in research relative
to all resources including the examination of mineral deposits. Practical
information is available concerning development opportunities, the use
of by-products, markets, industrial crops, prospecting and mining.

BUREAU OF CANADIAN INFORMATION: The Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, through its Bureau of Canadian Information, will furnish you with
the latest reliable information on every phase of industrial and agricul-
tural development in Canada. Our Reference Library, at Montreal,
maintains a complete data service covering Natural Resources, Climate,
Labor, Transportation, Business Openings, etc., additional data con-
stantly being added to keep it up to date.

Canadian Pacific Railway Company
Department of Colonization and Development
J. S. DENNIS, Chief Commissioner. Windsor Station, Montreal, Can.
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had served sentence for robbery with 4
dangerous weapon, and the other as John R,
Benton, several times arrested on suspicion
of participating in holdups, but never cop-
victed.

Passersby outside the bank, attracted by
Mrs. Demorest’s cries and the breaking of
the window, observed details of the holdup
with sufficient accuracy to furnish police
with excellent descriptions of the robbers
who fled and of their two automobiles, which
resulted in the immediate positive identif-
cation of one of them and partial identifica-
tion of another.

“Were you excited?” Mrs. Demorest was
asked.

“Not at all,” she replied. “Only mad. I
was thinking of what I had read in the
article in the BANKERS JOURNAL about be-
ing ‘hard-boiled’ and reducing holdups, and
thought it a good time to put the advice
into practice.”

Incidentally, it was another cashier and
his wife who had put a stop to bank hold-
ups in Portland for nearly two years prior
to the robbery of the Mt. Scott hank in
December. .

. Another Daring Couple

HAT couple were Mr. and Mrs. Charles

B. Drake of the Park Rose State Bank.
The final robbery of that bank was on
March 16, 1926. 1t was the fourth robbery
of the bank in fourteen months, approxi-
mately $6,000 having been obtained. The
successful raids had been made before Mr.
and Mrs. Drake took charge.

The final attempt to rob the Park Rose
Bank was frustrated by the simple but heroic
act of Mrs. Drake in handing her husband
a sawed-off shotgun as two holdup men
confronted them with revolvers. Mr. Drake
fired the shotgun. The bandits fled with
their two “outside” men, and the Park Rose
Bank has not since been disturbed.

Not was any other during the twenty-one
months intervening between that holdup and
the first holdup of the Mt. Scott bank last
December.

So it would seem that in Oregon at least
preparedness plus woman’s courage does
prevent holdups.

At the Mt. Scott bank a heavy ‘“deer;
rifle” now stands permanently within easy
reach of some employee.

A Gift of $1,500,000

AN outstanding gift for the improvement
of agriculture has been made by A F
Giannini, president of the Bancitaly Corpora:
tion and chairman of the Board of the Bas
of Italy National Trust & Savings ASSOS
ciation. ol
Mr. Giannini has established an agric :
tural foundation of $1,500,000 for the scicf:
tific improvement of agriculture in the St‘?n
of California. It provides for the erectl‘l’le
of a building at a cost of $500,000 on B
campus of the Univetsity of Califormi

Berkeley, and this building will be the head:

quarters of researches in agriculture.




