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ABA BJ Puzzle of the Week: 4/1/10

Solvency Is A Puzzlement 

Charles Dickens wrote a number of things about lenders, most of them not complimentary. I nde e d, part of the re a s o n
m ig ht be that the object of an early love affair was the da u g hter of a London banke r. Papa, anxious to break things up,
shipped her off to Pa r i s. She came back no longer ena mo red with young Dic ke ns. He got even by basing an uns y m p a t he t ic
c h a racter in David Copperfield on he r. Perhaps this banke r, George Beadnell, gave rise to Scro o ge himself. Who kno w s ?

But ma ny Dic ke ns chara c t e r s, even some scalawags, are sympathe t ic, even, perhaps, lovable. One such is the ill-starred but
resolute Mr. Mic a w b e r, also from David Copperfie l d. See page 2 to see how he fig u res into the puzzle.

Fax your completed puzzle, with name, bank, title, and e-mail, by 5 PM, April 7, to 212-633-1165, to participate in a drawing
for a $25 Amazon certificate. And share your ideas for future puzzle themes to do with banks.Good luck! s c o c h e o @ s b p u b.com 



ABA BJ Puzzle of the Week: 4/1/10

Solvency Is A Puzzlement: Clues
Good-hearted Mr. Micawber, re a d e rs of David Copperfield may recall, was alwa ys
b ro ke. He even wound up in debtor’s prison, at one point.

He and young Copperfield became great frie nd s, and he once imparted this fina nc ia l
w i s dom to his inex p e r ie nced pal:

“Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure nineteen six, result happiness.
Annual income twenty pounds, annual expenditure twenty pound ought and six, result
misery.” 

A lesson ma ny today could benefit from, no doubt. We’ve bro ken that quote int o
b l o c k s —each line below is a separate clue— a nd tossed in a few other related word s
a nd na me s. Happy hu nt i ng !
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5 Letters
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MISTERMICAWBER
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DAVIDCOPPERFIELD
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ANNUALEXPENDITURETWENTY
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